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Largest   Gift  Propels 
Local  Drive  To   $750,000 

T  aurens  County's  kickoff  drive  in  behalf  of  Presbyterian  College  stood 

at  almost  $750,000  in  early  December  after  the  largest  single  gift  in 

the  College's  history.  It  came  in  the  form  of  a  $250,000  subscription  from 

James  H.  Thomason,  Sr.,  businessman-farmer  who  lives  near  Mountville. 

President    Marc    C.    Weersing       


said  the  generous  gift  will  apply 
toward  building  the  James  H. 
Thomason,  Sr.,  Library  —  one  ob- 
jective of  the  multi-million-dollar 
EXCEL  campaign  now  getting 
underway  for  PC  in  the  South 
Carolina  Synod. 

Two  other  six-figure  contribu- 
tions had  been  announced  earlier 
from  the  local  area:  $200,000  from 
the  Bailey  Foundation  and  $100,- 
000  from  the  C.  W.  Anderson 
Foundation,  both  of  Clinton. 
These  three  major  gifts  • —  along 
with  hundreds  of  others  in  Laur- 


ens County  and  more  than  $30,000 
from  the  PC  faculty  and  staff  — 
sent  the  local  area  sailing  well 
over  its  $600,000  goal. 

At  the  November  19  luncheon 
at  which  the  $250,000  gift  was  an- 
nounced. County  Chairman  C.  W. 
Anderson  quoted  Thomason  as 
saying: 

"I  am  delighted  that  I  have  this 
opportunity  to  make  a  gift  of  one- 
quarter  million  dollars  to  Presby- 
terian College  toward  a  new 
library.  My  own  early  limitations 
have  impressed  me  with  the  need 


Hr.  V^eersvng  shows  Mhrary  sketch  to  Thomason  (center)  and  Anderson. 


for  making  it  possible  to  provide 

today's  young  people  with  the  op- 
portunities I  missed.  I  hope  this 
contribution  will  not  only  help 
PC  but  also  will  inspire  young 
men  and  women  to  realize  their 
advantages  and  use  them  for 
greater  achievements." 

In  naming  this  vitally  needed 
facility  for  the  donor,  the  college 
trustees  seek  to  honor  a  self-made 
man  who  trained  himself  beyond 
limited  formal  education  and 
went  on  to  achieve  outstanding 
success. 

The  career  of  James  H.  Thoma- 
son, appearing  like  a  real-life 
Horatio  Alger,  got  its  start 
through  sales  and  real  estate  in- 
terests in  Laurens  and  Greenville. 
He  then  applied  his  native  busi- 
ness acumen  to  the  securities 
market,  and,  by  close  observation 
of  the  national  economy  and  the 
pattern  of  stock  groups,  scored 
successfully  with  investments 
through  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change and  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade.  His  varied  activities  also 
have  included  cattle  and  tree- 
farming  near  Mountville. 

Among  the  four  EXCEL  cam- 
paign goals  —  new  library,  physi- 
cal education  center,  infirmary 
and  endowment — Laurens  County 
has  chosen  the  physical  education 
center  as  its  objective.  Chairman 
Anderson  said  the  Thomason  gift 
counts  on  the  county  total  while 
being  directed  toward  one  of  the 
other  objectives. 


Expanded  Scholarships 
Beckon  New  Students 

An  expanded  five-part  scholar- 
ship program,  with  grants  rang- 
ing up  to  $7,200,  is  available  to 
qualified  high  school  students 
planning  to  attend  PC  next  year. 

These  scholarships  are: 

1  —  Founder's  Scholarships  — 
approximately  ten  grants,  rang- 
ing from  an  honorary  stipend  to 
$7,200  each,  are  awarded  annually 
to  high  school  graduates.  Each 
grant  pays  up  to  $1,800  per  year 
for  four  years  to  the  student  who 
qualifies  competitively  on  the 
basis  of  intellect,  leadership,  char- 
acter and  need. 

2  —  National  Merit  Scholar- 
ships —  finalists  in  the  National 
Merit  Program  are  eligible  for 
three  scholarships  annually,  also 
ranging  from  an  honorary  stipend 
to  $7,200. 

3 — Honor  Scholarships — pointed 
toward  first-honor  and  select 
second-honor  graduates  of  accred- 
ited high  schools  on  recommenda- 
tion, each  amounting  to  $1,000  for 
the  four  years. 

4  —  Church  Vocation  Grants  • — 
these  grants  also  bring  $1,000  over 
the  four  years  to  students  prepar- 
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Campus  Calendar          ^| 

January,  February 

^ 

Jan. 

13 

Registration  for  second  semester 

\ 

Jan. 

13 

PC  vs  Appalachian,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Jan. 

17-Feb. 

1  Photography  of  Jerry  Uelsmann, 
exhibit 

Library 

Jan. 

21 

PC  vs  Lenoir  Rhyne,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasiiun 

Jan. 

21 

Everett  C.  Lindsey,  lecturer 
Human  Motivation 

Belk  Auditorium 

Jan. 

23 

PC  vs  Belmont  Abbey,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Jan. 

27 

PC  vs  Guilford,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Jan. 

30 

Richard  Mendes,  sociologist 
Hardie  Lecture  Series 

Belk  Auditorium 

Jan. 

30 

PC  vs  Elon,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Feb. 

1 

PC  vs  Newberry,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Feb. 

2-15 

Painting  exhibit:    Blair,  Bopp  and 
Koons 

Library 

Feb. 

4 

Miss  Takako  Nishizaki,  violinist 

Belk  Auditorium 

Feb. 

6 

PC  vs  Erskine,  basketball 

Springs   Gynrmasium 

Feb. 

8 

Religious  Drama  Workshop 

Black  Magic  Theater 

Feb. 

10-13 

Religious  Emphasis  Week 

Belk  Auditorium 

Feb. 

14 

PC  vs  Mars  Hill,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

Feb. 

16- 

March  1 

Paintings  of  Boyd  Saunders,  exhibit  Library 

Feb. 

21 

PC  vs  Wofford,  basketball 

Springs   Gymnasium 

ing  for  full-time  Christian  service 
as  ministers  or  directors  of  Chris- 
tian education. 

5  —  Grants-in-Aid  —  the  schol- 
arship committee  may  award 
other  grants  to  superior  students 
of  good  character,  thus  broaden- 
ing the  base  of  assistance  avail- 


able to  persons  needing  financial 
assistance. 

In  addition,  a  variety  of  work 
opportunities  and  loan  funds  are 
available  to  help  defray  expenses, 
and  the  US  Army  ROTC  program 
offers  four-year  and  two-year 
scholarships  in  this  special  area. 


Alumni  Elect  1969  Officers 


Mclnnes  Edmunds 


Presbyterian  College  alumni, 
naming  new  officers  to  serve  for 
the  coming  year,  have  chosen 
attorney  William  A.  Hagood  III 
'60  of  Easley,  S.  C,  as  president- 
elect of  the  PC  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. 

He  will  take  office  with  other 
newly  elected  officers  next  Jan- 
uary and  move  up  to  president 
the  following  year.  Meanwhile, 
William  C.  McSween  '39  of  Green- 
ville, S.  C,  investment  officer 
with  the  Canal  Insurance  Co.  and 
the  current  alumni  president- 
elect, will  become  1969  president. 

The  mail-ballot  election  also 
named  Robert  Moore  '34  of  Lex- 
ington, N.  C,  president  of  Dacotah 
Cotton  Mills,  as  a  trustee  repre- 
sentative to  the  board  of  trustees 
and  elected  these  other  alumni 
officers: 

Vice-president  —  John  Wells 
Todd  '38  of  Laurens,  S.  C,  super- 
intendent of  the  J.  P.  Stevens  Co. 
Watts  plant;  secretary-treasurer — 


Marvin  Bettis  '49  of  Union,  direc- 
tor of  manufacturing  with  the 
Lockhart  plant  of  Deering-Milli- 
ken  Co. 

South  Carolina  directors  — 
James  McClary  '36  of  Columbia, 
technical  services  officer  with  the 
South  Carolina  Vocational  Re- 
habilitation Department;  and  Le- 
land  Vaughan  '62  of  Spartanburg, 
assistant  vice-president  of  the 
South  Carolina  National  Bank; 
Georgia  directors  —  Graham  B. 
Edmunds  '62  of  Decatur,  editor 
with  the  Smith  Publishing  Co.; 
and  Dr.  George  Mclnnes  '37  an 
Augusta  surgeon;  North  Carolina 
director  —  Danny  Charles  '65  of 
Laurinburg,  assistant  personnel 
manager  with  Spring  Mills. 

Stepping  down  from  president 
after  this  year  but  remaining  on 
the  alumni  board  as  past-presi- 
dent is  Furman  B.  Pinson,  Jr.,  '33 
of  Greensboro,  N.  C.  vice-presi- 
dent of  J.  P.  Stevens. 


Campaign  Objectives  Toward  Vital  Needs 


The 

Library 


The 
Infirmary 


The  Physical  Education  Center 
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Robert  M.  Vance 


C.  Douglas  Wilson 


Arthur  M.  Martin 


John  I.  Smith 


Leadership  Forms  For  S.  C.  Synod  Campaign 


Doosted  by  the  remarkable  §750,000  challenge  from 

home-base  Laurens  County,  state  leaders  are  com- 
pleting plans  for  taking  PC's  record  EXCEL  pro- 
gram throughout  the  remainder  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Synod  early  next  year. 

The  announced  campaign  goal  is  for  a  minimum 
$2  million,  but  the  College  has  outlined  immediate 
needs  that  range  up  to  $5  million.  The  objectives: 
a  new  library,  physical  education  center,  infirmary 
and  endowment  additions. 

Advanced  special  gifts  activity  already  is  under- 
way in  some  places.  Group  training  meetings  for 
presbyterj^  leaders  are  scheduled  for  January,  to  be 
followed  by  area  meetings  of  church  officers  and 
their  wives  to  hear  the  PC  story.  These  meetings, 
probably  extending  into  March,  will  serve  as  the 
kickoffs  for  solicitations  at  the  local  level. 

Robert  M.  Vance,  president  of  Clinton  Mills  and 
M.  S.  Bailey  &  Son,  Bankers,  serves  as  general  chair- 
man of  the  total  program.  C.  Douglas  Wilson,  head 
of  C.  Douglas  Wilson  &  Company  headquartered  in 
Greenville,  holds  the  position  of  state  lay  chairman; 
and  Dr.  Arthur  M.  Martin  of  Columbia,  synod  ex- 
ecutive-secretary, is  state  ministerial  chairman.  Di- 
recting the  special  gifts  operation  for  the  entire 
South  Carolina  area  is  John  1.  Smith  of  Greenville, 
retired  vice-president  of  Abney  Mills. 

The  presbytery  leadership  to  date  includes: 


Special  Gifts  Chairmen 

Charleston  Presbytery  —  Robert  Russell  and  John 
C.  Daughtridge,  both  of  Charleston;  and  Charles  E. 
Eraser  of  Hilton  Head  Island 
Congaree  ■ —  Joseph  Walker,  Jr.,  of  Columbia 
Enoree  —  James  A.  Chapman,  Jr.,  of  Spartanburg 
Harmony  —  Lucius  C.  Brooker,  Jr.,  of  Sumter 
South  Carolina  —  William  Barnette  of  Greenwood 


Presbyterian  Co-Chairmen 

Bethel  —  The  Rev.  Jerry  G.  Robinson  of  Clover 
and  George  W.  Dunlap  of  Rock  Hill 

Charleston  —  Dr.  John  K.  Roberts  and  Herbert 
J.  Butler,  both  of  Charleston 

Congaree  —  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrington  of  North 
Augusta  and  John  A.  Montgomery  of  Columbia 

Enoree  —  Dr.  Fred  V.  Poag  of  Spartanburg  and 
Malcolm  P.  Niven  of  Greenville 

Harmony  —  Dr.  Russell  W.  Park  of  Olanta  and  Dr. 
Harry  Harvin  of  Sumter 

Pee  Dee  —  The  Rev.  J.  Calvin  Chestnutt  of  Harts- 
ville  and  Harold  D.  Jackson  of  Cheraw 

Piedmont  —  The  Rev.  Martin  L.  Harkey,  Jr.,  of 
Anderson  and  Ben  F.  Hagood,  Sr.,  of  Easley 

South  Carolina  (beyond  the  local  Laurens  County 
area)  —  Dr.  Warren  B.  Gaw  of  Greenwood  and  T. 
Donald  Sherard  of  Abbeville. 
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